
Great Lakes Bay Region Career Resources 
 

Introducing middle school students to careers and real-world applications of learning is essential for helping them see the purpose 
behind what they study in the classroom. At this age, students begin forming interests, identities, and ideas about their future, making 
it a critical time to connect academic subjects to meaningful career pathways. When students understand how math, science, 
reading, technology, and communication skills are used in real professions, they are more likely to stay engaged, motivated, and 
confident in their abilities. Career exploration also helps students discover talents they may not have recognized and exposes them 
to a wider range of opportunities, including high-demand careers in skilled trades, healthcare, manufacturing, engineering, business, 
and emerging technologies. The Michigan Career Development Model emphasizes that career development. should be intentionally 
embedded across K–12 instruction. By connecting classroom learning to authentic career experiences, schools can better prepare 
students for future education, workforce success, and lifelong learning.  

Powerful Resources for the Classroom 

To support these real-world connections, educators have access to a collection of seven engaging classroom videos, six career talks 
that highlight professionals working in a variety of technical and leadership roles, and 8 MiCareerQuest virtual tours that feature 
in-demand careers at various organizations across the region.  

Seven classroom videos — Think Like an Engineer, Measure Twice, Build Once, Safety is a Skill, Math You Can See, Tech on the 
Factory Floor, Careers that Build the World, and Making Things Responsibly — help reinforce important concepts such as teamwork, 
innovation, precision, safety, technology, and responsible manufacturing. Together, these resources give teachers meaningful tools to 
connect academic standards to authentic career pathways and help students better understand the opportunities available to them in 
the modern workforce.  

The career talk videos feature roles like Operations Team Leader, Solar Market and Business Development Analyst, Millwright 
Apprentice, Quality Assurance Specialist, Process Engineer, and Functional Team Leader. These speakers provide students with 
relatable examples of how classroom skills translate into real careers and workplace problem-solving.  

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/resources/career-development-resources/michigan-career-development-model?utm_source=chatgpt.com


MiCareerQuest Middle Michigan virtual tours feature employers in all five industry sectors: advanced manufacturing, agribusiness, 
construction, health care, and information technology. Each video presents 2-3 high demand jobs in that industry, highlighting 
elements like: 

●​ Average day 
●​ Necessary training 
●​ Work schedule 
●​ Salary and benefits 

How to best incorporate the resources in the Classroom 
●​ Encorporate career development model targets into lessons 

○​ Target 1: Career Clusters 
○​ Target 2: Academic Connections 

■​ Bell ringer 
■​ Conclusion of a lesson 
■​ Real life connection as an introduction 

○​ Target 3: Career Exploration 
 

⇨ Review the career exposure presentation to get more ideas, links, and a sample lesson. 
 
Manufacturing Career Talks: 

Target Audience: High School or Middle School Students 

Tiggbee Videos - Hemlock Semiconductor Employees 

Click Here to get a copy of the google sheet information below for your use 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ihDUa0dxRtE4e-4cMiS0KHVWxo5aZCW-/copy
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Av01gLuD_pyT_KB-Eg2B95fJOPQJz3ui/copy


 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Real World Manufacturing Classroom Videos: 
Target Audience: Middle School Students 
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Virtual Talent Tours from MiCareerQuest Middle Michigan 

 

 

 

 

https://micareerquestmm.com/talent-tours/
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